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Khelo India Asmita Women’s Kickboxing League: A New Era of Women Empowerment Through Sports Kickboxing in India has
entered a historic phase with its inclusion in the prestigious Khelo India Asmita Program, a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, Government of India, aimed at promoting women’s participation in sports and strengthening grassroots
development across the nation.

Under this visionary program, the WAKO India Kickboxing Federation has been officially authorized to conduct the Asmita Khelo
India Women’s Kickboxing League, which will span 32 States and Union Territories, covering 150 cities, and structured across four
zones — West, North, South, and East. This nationwide initiative is expected to connect more than 30,000 women athletes, making it
one of the largest women-centric combat sports programs in India.

The journey begins with the Khelo India Asmita Women'’s Kickboxing West Zone League, scheduled to be held in Indore, from 25 to
28th December 2025. This landmark event will witness the participation of talented women athletes from the western region,
competing across cadet, junior, and senior categories.

Speaking on this historic occasion, Mr. Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President, WAKO India Kickboxing Federation, stated that
kickboxing has now become an integral part of the esteemed “Khelo (Play) India Asmita Program”, reflecting the growing recognition
of the sport at the national level.

“This is a great initiative by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, towards the development of women
empowerment. Through kickboxing, women not only gain competitive opportunities but also develop self-confidence, discipline,
physical fitness, and self-defence skills,” he said.

City Leagues, Zonal Leagues & All India Inter-Zonal League

The Asmita Khelo India Women'’s Kickboxing League follows a well-defined competitive pathway:

City Leagues will be conducted across 150 cities in 32 States/UTs

Qualified athletes will advance to Zonal Leagues (West, North, South & East)

Top performers from zonal competitions will earn qualification for the All India Inter-Zonal Asmita Kickboxing League 2025-26
Athletes qualifying for the All India Inter-Zonal League will also receive the benefit of cash awards provided by the Sports Authority of
India (SAl), further motivating women athletes to pursue excellence in sports.

Empowering Women, Strengthening the Nation:

This mega initiative aims to harness India’s vast sporting talent, inspire young women, and provide them with structured competition,
professional exposure, and high-quality infrastructure. The league offers a powerful platform for women athletes to showcase their
skills at the highest level and contributes significantly to the growth of kickboxing in India.

The Khelo India program envisions nurturing talent from the grassroots, training athletes with world-class facilities, and enabling
them to bring laurels to the nation on international platforms. The introduction of kickboxing under the Asmita vertical marks a
significant milestone in expanding opportunities for women in combat sports.

A Collective Effort Towards Sporting Excellence:

The successful inclusion of kickboxing in the Khelo India program is the result of the collective efforts of the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Sports Authority of India (SAl), and the WAKO India Kickboxing Federation.

WAKO India expressed gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji, Hon’ble Union Minister of Youth Affairs and
Sports Shri Mansukh Mandaviya Ji, and Hon’ble Minister of State Smt. Raksha Khadse Ji for their constant encouragement and
support towards the development of kickboxing and women’s sports in India.

Marching Forward Together:

Together, with determination, unity, and the true spirit of sportsmanship, India is embracing a new chapter in women’s sports. The
Asmita Khelo India Women'’s Kickboxing League is not just a competition—it is a movement empowering women, strengthening self-
belief, and shaping future champions.

This unique initiative is a great opportunity for women to: Compete at the national level
Learn self-defence
Build confidence and leadership
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A Historic Celebration of Women's Kickboxing Excellence in Indore!

The Khelo India ASMITA Kickboxing Zonal League 2025-26 (West Zone) was successfully organized by the Amateur
Sports Kickboxing Association of Madhya Pradesh, under the esteemed guidance of the WAKO India Kickboxing
Federation, at Indore Public School, Rajendra Nagar, Indore, Madhya Pradesh. The championship stood as a landmark
event in Indian kickboxing, reflecting discipline, unity, and the rising power of women athletes in combat sports
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All participating teams arrived in Indore on 25th December 2025. Registration was conducted smoothly through the
SportsData electronic system, followed by body weighing, medical examinations, and document verification. The well-
organized process ensured fairness, transparency, and athlete safety from the very first day.
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The Opening Ceremony marked a proud and vibrant beginning of the championship and was graced by distinguished
dignitaries:
Shri Ramesh Mendola, Hon'ble MLA, Indore & President — Madhya Pradesh Olympic Association
Ms. Sudha Pandey, Principal, Indore Public School
Mrs. Juhi Mishra, Director Principal, Kids College School
Shri Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President, WAKO India Kickboxing Federation
Shri Vikash Vaidwan, SAl Observer
The ceremony commenced with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp, symbolizing unity, energy, and the sporting spirit.
This was followed by a March-Past by all participating teams, proudly representing their states. A vibrant cultural
program added colour and enthusiasm to the event, making it a memorable celebration of Indian sports culture.
The dignitaries delivered motivational addresses, inspiring young athletes to pursue excellence with discipline and
integrity. Each guest was felicitated with a memento as a token of appreciation. The opening day truly set the tone for
an exciting and inspiring championship.
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A NADA seminar was conducted during the championship, educating young athletes on anti-doping, fair play, and
integrity in sports
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The championship witnessed electrifying action across one ring and three tatami areas, providing a world-class
competitive environment.

Participating States: Goa, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Telangana, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Daman & Due
8 WAKO India affiliated states

Total Entries: 439

Women Athletes: 439

Coaches: 23

Referees: 25

Officials: 8

The overwhelming participation showcased the growing popularity of women'’s kickboxing across the country. The
athletes demonstrated exceptional skill, discipline, and fighting spirit, bringing immense pride to their teams and
supporters.
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The third day of the championship became unforgettable with a mesmerizing Kavi Sammelan, featuring renowned poets:
Shri Munna Battery

Smt. Priya Khusboo

Shri Dinesh Raghuvanshi

Under the starlit sky, their powerful verses echoed the courage, resilience, and passion displayed in the ring. The poetic
evening beautifully blended sports and culture, as athletes, coaches, and spectators immersed themselves in words that
celebrated valor, unity, and national pride. It transformed the sporting arena into a soulful celebration, leaving everyone

inspired and uplifted.
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The Closing Ceremony was graced by eminent dignitaries:

Mr. Vinod Bagel, DSP, 15th Battalion, Indore

Mr. Padam Vilochan Shukla, Superintendent of Police, Railway, Indore

Mr. Ram Niwas Yadav, Economic Offence Inspector, Ujjain

Shri Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President, WAKO India

Mr. Suresh Babu, Treasurer, WAKO India

Mr. Pushpendra Gurjar, Joint Secretary, WAKO India

The ceremony featured spectacular Musical and Creative Forms of Kickboxing, performed by National and International
level athletes, captivating the audience. The final Point Fight kept spectators on the edge of their seats, showcasing elite
technique and teamwork.

The entire championship—from registration to results—was conducted using the SportsData Electronic Scoring System,
ensuring transparency and efficiency. The event was live-streamed on the official YouTube channel of WAKO India,
expanding its reach nationwide.

Importantly, the tournament concluded with no protests, no disputes, no complaints, and no serious injuries, reflecting
exemplary organization and discipline.

Overall Medal Tally

~ Overall Champions — Maharashtra

W Gold: 20

Y Silver: 17

¥ Bronze: 14

Y Second Place - Gujarat

¥ Gold: 11

Y Silver: 2

¥ Bronze: 7

¥ Third Place - Rajasthan

¥ Gold: 10

Y silver: 9

Y Bronze: 14
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Shri Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President, WAKO India Kickboxing Federation, stated:

“We have successfully concluded the Ist-ever Khelo India West Zone ASMITA Kickboxing League in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh.

This tournament is a proud milestone—injury-free, controversy-free, and complaint-free, reflecting our strong
commitment and alignment across all stakeholders.

We have truly ushered in a new era of Kickboxing in India, with athletes receiving cash awards under the Sports Authority
of Indiq, a historic first for our sport.”

A milestone event empowering women, strengthening grassroots sports, and shaping the future of Kickboxing in India.
He extended heartfelt appreciation to Organizers Mr. Vinod Sondavale & Shri Ashutosh Dadhich, the Madhya Pradesh
Kickboxing Team, Zone officials, referees, coaches, athletes, medical teams, and media partners for their tireless efforts.
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Felicitation ceremonies honoured officials, referees, and organizing committee members for their invaluable
contributions. Special thanks were conveyed to the print and electronic media, medical teams, and volunteers who
ensured the smooth execution of the four-day mega event.

The championship concluded on a proud and emotional note with everyone standing in respect during the National
Anthem of India, marking a memorable end to a historic sporting celebration.

15T PLAGE
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CG players clinch 33 medals in Khelo
India Asmita Zonal Kickboxing G’ship

B Sports Reporter
RATFPUR, D 30

CHHATTISGARH Kickboxing
team clinches 33 medals in the
Khelo India Asmita Zonal
KickboxingChampionshiphost-
ed byunderthe aegis of Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports and
Sports Authority of India at
Indore. Apart from 7 gold, the
team bagged 5 silver and 21
bronze medals,

The Chhattisgarh team per-
formed excellently amongst the
team from Madhva Pradesh,
Telangana, Daman and Diu,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra
and Goa under the West Zone, A
total of 68 girls and women kick-
boxers participated in different
age categories. The gold medal
winning plavers consists of
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Medal winners and officials in a group phato sesslon

Sonia Singh, Vaani and Mamta
Singh. Executive President of
Chhattisgarh Kickboxing
Association (CKA)  Tarkesh
Mishra said that all medal win-
nersareselected wrepresent the
state in the Asmita Khelo India
National Championship to be
organised in Chennai in the
month of March 2026.

State President of the CKA
Chaggan Lal Mundhra, Executive
President  Tarkesh  Mishra,

Bhawna Sahu,

Subhadra  Kumari

Arpita Sahn,
Parmeshwari Kumari Lohar,
Harshita Yadav, Seema Nishad,
ShailyYadav and Swati Rajwade,

Similarlysilver medal was won
by Divya Agrawal, Devika Sahu,
Mehta,
Subhangi Dhruv and Akshara
Guota while bronze medals was

General  Secretary  Akash
Gurudiwan along with senior
kickboxing plavers Prabhat Sahu,
Ankush Lal Yadav, Shubham
Yadav, Mayank Dadsena, Junaid
Alam, Ritesh Saha, Pratibha Rai,
Tiehana Fatima and others con-
gratulated the Chhattisgarh
Kickboxing team members for
their excellent nerformance.

secured by Anu Devi Kanwar,
Komal Sahu, Asamidha Agrawal,
Prachi Devdas, Priva Bhot, Kiran
Sahu, Tanu Sahu, Saumya Sahu,
Khushoo Sahu, Rukmani Lohar,
Rupali Sahu, Lokita Chouhan,
Safia Siddiqui, Shreya Lakshmi
Sahu, Karra Tejaswani, Ananya
Maniknuri, Arushi Dewanean,
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‘Maha clinches West Zone crown at Khelo
India ASMITA Women's Kickboxing Cship

CHAMPIONS | Eight-state battle culminates in grand ceremony, Maharashtra tops medal tally

Our Sports Reporter

MR

It dhispilay ol grit and power
Maharashtra emery
it | champlon o s
Khelo India \\\hl\
West Zone Women's Kick-
boxing Competition. which
concluded with o grand cer
emony on Sunday, Gujorat se-
cured runner-up
posithon, with Rajasth
ishing third In th
comtested four-dey event,

Organised for the first time
In Indore by the Amateur
Sports Kickboxing  Associ

toric

the

WAKD India, the champion

ship  featured

talented
Tighaers from elght suates and

Telangana, Goa, and Daman
& Din

The closing ceremony was

hee (Raibwiys) Padam Vil
chan Shukla, Inspector Ram
Niwas Yadav, and WAKD

also present

L bubs il chresss, Vieniodd Sl
wale, prosident of the Mad-
hyva Pradesh  Ass
highligh
of I
event,
powering women  athletes
and identifying grassroots tal
ent. General secretary Ashu-
tosh Dadhich commended
the participants for thelr dis-
cipline and competitive spirit

The c ny honoured
the guests, referee d offi
clals with inspiring speeches
phmvedd at motivating the nest
generation of fighters. The
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Achlevmg Sports Milestone
by inspiring Women through Action
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Achieving Sports Milestone
by inspiring Women through Action

i @ 4 & & v
Medals - Club

| Rank [Club | 1. Place | 2. Place | 3. Place
1 wies KICKBOXING SPORTS ASSOCIATION MAHARASTRA, IND 20 17 14
2 em KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION GUJARAT, IND 1 2 7
3 = RAJASTHAN KICKBOXING ORGANISATION, IND 10 9 14
4 e KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION CHHATTISGARH, IND 7 o 21
9w AMATEUR SPORTS KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION MADHYA PRADESH, IND 2 13 30
6 = TELANGANA KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION, IND < 5 17
7 e WAKO INDIA GOA, IND 1
8 e AMATEUR KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION DNH D&D, IND 0 1
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Play fair

Administrative Office: J-3180, Basement, Sainik Colony, Sector-49, Faridabad-121001, Haryana, INDIA
Ph.: +91 9811986191, 8700091040, 0129-4155205 | E-Mail: wakoindiainfo@gmail.com, Website: wakoindia.org
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